Upper Makefield-Newtown Soccer Club
Travel Policy

Effective January 1, 2007

The intent of this policy is to present guidelines for the conduct of the Upper Makefield-Newtown SC (UMNSC) Travel Program members.  This policy is intended to supplement all existing rules of the game established by FIFA, USSA, EPYSA, Inter County Soccer League (ICSL), Delco, MAPS, PAGS, United Junior Soccer League (UJSL) and any other leagues that may apply.  Where there is a current or future conflict between the rules, laws, or guidelines of these organizations and this policy, the rules, laws, and/or guidelines of FIFA, EPYSA and/or other leagues will govern.  Changes to this policy are expected going forward to adjust to the changing needs of the club.  Revisions can be suggested by any club member to the VP of Travel and must be approved by a majority vote of the travel coaches and then presented to the UMNSC Board for approval.

Field Use & Maintenance
Field time is determined on first come - first serve basis.  Any disputes need to be resolved amicably at the field at the time of the conflict.  There is plenty of room for all teams. Any unresolved disputes need to be submitted to the Board through the Travel Coordinator.  
· If the field is wet and there is visible mud or water pooled in the goal mouth, DO NOT USE IT!!!
· Use of the goal mouths in these situations for anything other than games may result in lost practice time or fines.  
· Report any misuse of fields to travel coordinator

· Park only in designated areas and never park on grass areas adjacent to the fields.
· Pick up trash after games and practices sessions

· Lighted fields will be made available to travel & IM tournament teams late in October
· All pets must be kept on a leash   

The following fields are available to the travel teams: 
· Washington Crossing Park – Full Year

· Brownsburg Park - TBD
· Newtown Middle School - TBD

Coaches
Coaches must clearly define the level of commitment required for participation on a travel team. The level of commitment may vary by team but should include practices, games & tournaments.  Failure to meet minimum requirements may result in loss of playing time or possible dismissal from the team.  Coaches are expected to complement their training strategy with the use of professional trainers at the expense of the parents on each team. This will keep the message fresh and inject new ideas into the program. Team volunteers are to be recruited by the coach to support the team but also to volunteer at the club level.  Paperwork required to register a team must be completed on time as clearly indicated or fines will be charged.   
Red Cards
If a player or coach receives a red card, that team’s coach must notify the Travel Coordinator within 48 hours of the incident.  Any Player or Coach who receives a red card is subject to review by the UMNSC Board. Coaches are required to pay all fines associated with red cards, forfeits, referee assessed grievance etc., promptly.  Coaches are responsible for completing all steps required by the league to comply with red card policy ie: roster removal and reinstatement.   

Correspondence 

All official correspondence (petitions, protests, etc.) with ICSL and EPYSA must go through the Travel Coordinator. Coaches may call EPYSA for information but ICSL will only accept emails from coaches (Courtney for boys and Christine for girls) – no phone calls.  Ultimately EPYSA & ICSL rules will determine course of action.
Fund Raising

The Board must approve all fundraisers. Coaches must submit fundraising requests in writing to the VP of Travel. Requests must include specifics of the fundraiser (i.e., description of event, dates, place, times, etc.).  When advertising for team fundraisers in papers, flyers, etc., the travel team must represent that the fundraiser is strictly for their team (i.e., UMNSC Boy’s U12 Travel Team Bowling Party). At no time will a Travel team advertise as the Upper Makefield-Newtown Soccer Club.
New Travel Teams

The formation of any new Travel team requires the approval of the UMNSC Board.  The Travel Coordinator must present the formation concept of the new team to the Board first for approval and then instruct the new team Coach on procedural issues.  Formation of a new team will be determined by the availability of a qualified coach and player numbers needed to adequately field a team at the different age levels.  Minimum player counts for new U8-U10 teams will be (12) and U11+ teams will be (15).     
Developmental / “B” Teams

At any age level, the second or “B” team will be designated as a “Developmental” team and will be considered if the minimum number of registrants is met and there is a qualified coach approved by the Travel Coordinator & Board.  The “A” team Coach has first choice of all players in an effort to field the strongest “talent pure” team.  The Club strongly recommends good communication between the Travel Coordinator and both “A” & “B” coaches to communicate a complete understanding of the process.  It will be up to the Travel Coordinator with approval of the Board to decide which team & coach will be designated as the “A” team should a conflict arise. Existing teams/coaches will be grandfathered.

Selection of Coaches

New head and assistant coaches require the approval of both the Travel Coordinator and the Board. The Travel Coordinator must first approve all new coaches first and review “New Coach’s Guide” to ensure understanding of the commitment to players & club.  Once approved for consideration by the Travel Coordinator, a final vote will be taken by the Board members.  Each year the board will vote on all coaches to finalize selections. 
Coaching Licensing

We recommend that ALL coaches pursue at least an “E” level license and a “D” level within 3 years of entering the program. UMNSC has agreed to pay the cost of the “E” license and 50% of the “D” license upon completion. Existing coaches will be grandfathered, however are encouraged to attend the program if not already licensed. 
“Playing Up” - Underage Rule
Underage players will be permitted to “play up” under the following guidelines:
NO player will be allowed to “play up” on new teams at the U8 level (boys) or U9 level for girls.  From these age groups up to and including U-12, each travel team is permitted to roster a maximum of two (2) underage players. Teams from U13 up to and including U15 may have a maximum of (3) underage players on their roster. Teams older than U15 will have no age restrictions.  There are NO underage players allowed on “B” Developmental teams where two (2) or more travel teams exist in the same age group and gender. 
Recruiting

Recruiting between Travel teams is strictly prohibited and will provide grounds for termination from the club. Travel coaches are permitted to recruit from the Intramural program and the surrounding communities/states through word of mouth, advertisement with local media and our official web site. However, at no time shall recruiting be conducted directly with a child. Recruitment from the IM program will consist of clear communication between Travel Coach, Travel Coordinator and Intramural Coordinator.  A fall game schedule for each age group can be provided for player review as well as IM player ratings provided by the IM Coordinators. The Travel Coaches are encouraged to attend the games and note the player(s) names or numbers (team color, age division, or name of coach will also be helpful to identify the player) and forward all player information to the Travel Coordinator. The Travel & IM Coordinators will exchange parent information which will be redistributed back to the Travel Coach.  The Travel coach can then contact the parents of the selected player(s). Contact with the Intramural coaches should be avoided.   
Secondary Team Players

A travel team may carry a secondary player(s) under strict compliance of the rules and guidelines provided by ICSL & EPYSA or governing leagues - (5) for U15 and up and (3) for U14 down. Secondary players may play for a team at the same age level only if the second team is placed at a higher division level. Secondary players playing up a year may do so at any competitive level.  Players playing up may play secondary for an age appropriate team if at an equal or higher division.  All secondary players must be discussed in advance and approved by the Travel Coordinator. When a conflict in scheduled game arises, the primary team has first priority of the player.  
Travel Team Tryouts

Tryouts will be held throughout the spring but must be completed by May 15th.  The final cutoff date will be announced to all teams. All new and existing participants must be registered with UMNSC prior to tryout and will be given an equal opportunity to compete for a team.  Each team will conduct at least three (3) tryouts and participants must attend at least (2) tryouts to be considered for a team.  Tryout schedules for each team should be posted to the website at least thirty (30) days in advance and communicated to all participants registered with UMNSC via email or by phone, if necessary, in addition to website posting. Two (2) independent evaluators are recommended for all age groups but mandatory where there is more than one team at any age group ie “A” & “B” teams.  Where a “B” Development team exists, the “A” coach has the right of first refusal. Age groups which have “A” and “B”/Developmental team/s, will have tryouts with all registrants for that group together. The “A” team will pick their team first and notify the “B” team coach of the selections. A player selected for the “A” team will have the opportunity to elect to play for the “B” team. Ultimately, the travel coaches make the final decision on all players after consultation from independent evaluators and are therefore responsible for communicating results with players and parents. Any participant not making a Travel team, who has attended the minimum number of tryouts, must be contacted by the Coach promptly in writing/email or by phone within (4) days of final tryout. 

Roster Cutoff Date and Players Selections

Rosters need to be completed by an announced cutoff date. Players not selected need to be notified before the cutoff date so that they may pursue other teams.  No players will be removed from a roster in place of a new player/s after the announced cutoff date.

Smoking & Drinking of Alcoholic Beverages
Smoking by registered coaches during practices and games is prohibited.  Smoking by parents/family members at UMNSC facilities and events should be strongly discouraged. Alcoholic beverages are not permitted on any property utilized by the UMNSC for games, scrimmages, practices or “pick up” games. 
Team Evaluation

At the conclusion of each fall season, an evaluation form will be distributed by each coach to be completed by the Travel parents. Anonymity of this form will be optional and the decision of each family. With the approval of the UMNSC Board, the Travel Coaches will construct the evaluation form.  All responses will be sent to the Travel Coordinator.  A Reviewing Board consisting of the Travel Coordinator and Board members will review each evaluation form. Each team, at the request of the coach, will receive a written summary of the evaluations. If the Reviewing Board determines that a majority of the parents on any team desire to address a specific problem or concern, the Reviewing Board will determine the next steps. Next steps will be determined by the type of problem or concern and will be handled in a manner that gives due consideration to all interested parties (coaches, parents, players and the Travel program). If a specific problem is waged against a current Reviewing Board member, that coach will be excluded from addressing that particular problem and be replaced by another club member.
Fees

Individual teams are responsible all fees associated with referees, tournaments, trainers, club patches and equipment.  Parents are responsible to the cost of uniforms as designated by the club.  

Policy Violations

Any violation of this Policy will be considered a serious offence and the UMNSC Board of Directors will take appropriate disciplinary actions including the option of termination.
Code of Conduct
Conduct Code for parents, players and coaches are posted to the official UMNSC website.
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